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egory with syphilis, alcoholism, and pellagra among the pernicious fac¬ 
tors in the development of the race. The present investigation is based 
on statistics supplied by several asylums which were addressed on the 
question of insanity and phthisis. (A procedure which would be of great 
value if instituted by the proper authorities here.) Out of a total of some 
sixteen thousand insane there were over nine hundred phthisical suffer¬ 
ers ot whom eight hundred died during the last half decade. Unfortu- 
nately no definite data could be obtained as to the period when tubercu¬ 
losis developed (before or after the appearance of insanity), although it 
niay be stated in a somewhat general way that in the majority of cases 
phthisis developed while in the institution. It was shown clearly that 
hereditarily there was in the majority of cases a neuro-psychopathic 
tendency in the family; the phthisical process exerted generally a very 
deleterious effect on the course of the mental malady; while some few 
cases showed some amelioration and even mental lucidity in the last mo¬ 
ments of life. In view of the fact that the unfortunate insane in his 
search for a remedy for mental rehabilitation falls a prey to a far more 
terrible physical malady, the author recommends that insane asylums 
should be provided with special isolation wards for phthisics, and even 
that special asylums be founded for the care of phthisical insane. 

In connection with this it is interesting to compare the Report of the 
tuberculosis Committee of the Medico-Psychological Association of 
Creat Britain and Ireland, abstracted in the November issue of the 
Journal. Alex. Rovinsky (New York). 
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1. An Unusual Case of Facial Spasm (Myokymie) Occurring in the 

Distribution of the Left Facial Nerve. M. Bernhardt. 

2. On Insanity Following Experimental Autointoxication. Thyroid 

Psychoses in Dogs. F. Blum. 

3. On the Subcortical Origin of Isolated Muscular Spasms. J. Sorgo. 

1. Facial Spasm.— The presence of persistent hypertonicity of the fa¬ 
cial muscles of the left side, associated with constant fibrillary tremors 
in the same distribution, in a woman of twenty-eight years disappear- 
ing after two months, led the author to class this under those already re¬ 
ported as myokymie. The distribution affecting the face is unique. 

2. Experimental Psychoses in Dogs. —Blum, after an extensive series 
of experiments on dogs comes to the conclusion that the thyroid is a tox¬ 
in-destroying organ, the toxin being removed from the circulation and 
destroyed by its activity. He further believes that the toxin is elaborat¬ 
ed in the intestinal canal from albuminous products. Animals deprived 
of their thyroid glands often manifest peculiar psychical symptoms in¬ 
cluding hallucinations, character changes, loss of attention, etc. The 
tetanic attacks vary considerably in different animals; in some simple 
extensor cramp, in others clonic movements, etc., were observed The 
psychic disturbances lasted from a few days to many weeks, and in some 
were distinctly periodical in character. 

3. Isolated Muscle Spasms. —To be continued. 


(1902, Vol. 21, No. 16, August 16.) 

1. Pupillary Inertia in Accommodation and Convergence J Stras- 

burger. 

2. Multiple Neuritis and Basedow’s Disease. T. Diu.er. 
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3- Spinal Cord Degenerations in a Case of Old Arm Amputation. Lud¬ 
wig Rosenberg. 

4 . Ihe Tract "X” in the Lower Cervical Region. Purves Stewart. 

5 - Subcortical Origin of Isolated Muscle Spasms. A Contribution to 
the History of Quadrigeminal Tumors. Josef Sorgo. 

1. Pupillary Inertia. —A report of two cases of hereditary syphilis 
and a case of multiple sclerosis, presenting a very marked slowing of the 
iris, contraction to light and accommodation. In the case of multiple 
sclerosis the dilation of the pupil on the affected side took 10-15-20 sec- 
onds, in the unaffected eye two to three seconds. In the first case of 
syphihs the right pupil was rigid; the left exhibited a typical slow reac- 
tion the phenomena were present on both sides in the second case of 
syphilis. 

2. Multiple Neuritis and Basedow’s Disease.— An excellent report of 
a case of exophthalmic goiter in a woman of forty-six years, complicated 
by multiple neuritis which the author thinks was of toxic origin and 
due to disturbance of the function of the thyroid gland. 

3 - Spinal Cord Degenerations in Old Amputated Arm.— The spinal 
cord of a fifty-two year old woman whose left arm had been amputated 
thirty years previously above the elbow, was carefully studied. The spi- 
nal cord in the lower cervical segments was smaller on the left side. The 
cell changes were marked. From the sixth cervical to the first dorsal seg¬ 
ments the antero-external cell group had disappeared. In the eighth 
cervical and first dorsal the antero-median cell group had disappeared. 
Ihe posterior horn was also atrophied. This would therefore give a lo¬ 
calization for the forearm and hand muscles in the sixth cervical to the 
first dorsal segments of the cord inclusive. 

4 - The Tract “X.” A controversial discourse on the difference be- 
tween the tract described by Stewart (tract X) and the tract described 
by BpiIIer. Stewart maintains that they are different fiber tracts. 

5. Isolated Muscle Cramp .—To be continued. 

McCarthy (Philadelphia). 

Revue Neurologique. 

(1902, Vol. 10, No. 10, May 30.) 

1. Multiple Sclerosis with Iransitory and Recurring Symptoms Paraly- 

sis of Elye Movements in Right Binocular Vision and Later 
m Left Binocular Vision. Gilbert Ballet. 

2. Two New Cases of Lesions Confined to the (Bourrelet) of the Cor¬ 

pus Callosum. J. Pelnar and Vl. Skalicka. 

3. A New Method of Cerebral Measurement. Relative Atrophy of the 

Parietal Lobe by Comparison With the Frontal Lobe in In¬ 
sanity. Maurice Dide and Louis Chenais. 

4- A Parasite Found in the Blood of Kpileptics. Bra. 

1. Multiple Sclerosis with Transitory and Recurring Symptoms _- 

At present there is little difficulty, the author says, in the diagnosis'of 
multiple sclerosis; nystagmus, vertigo, derangements of vision scan- 
ning speech, intention tremors in head and arms, and spastic paraplegia 
are regarded as infallible evidences. Yet formerly the evolution of mul- 
tiple sclerosis of which the present case is a good example, presented 
many difficulties which interfered with a successful diagnosis The pa¬ 
tient was a woman of thirty-eight years, married, who. although never 
robust, had enjoyed good health up to January, 1887, when after some 
prehminary symptoms of illness, she was attacked by binocular polyopia 
which did not affect the vision when she looked to the extreme right or 
closed one eye. 1 here was some weakness of the left side of the body 



